
INTERPRETING AND USING STATISTICS IN PSYCHOLOGICAL RESEARCH88

QUESTIONS FOR CLASS DISCUSSION

1.	 A researcher surveyed 10 undergraduate psychology majors about their study behaviors. The following is 
a list of the number of hours they spent studying on the weekend:

6		  5	 3	 4	 9
7		  3	 7	 8	 3

	 What type of frequency distribution graph should be made for these data? Explain your response.

2.	 Suppose you conducted a survey in which you ask people which wireless provider they use. What type of 
frequency distribution graph would be most appropriate for your data? Explain your reasoning.

3.	 Suppose you organized a 5K race. You measured each person’s time to complete the race. What type of 
frequency distribution graph would be most appropriate for your data? Explain your reasoning.

4.	 Referring to the previous question, suppose you had asked race participants how many previous 5K races 
they had participated in. You want to see the relationship between the number of previous 5K races and 
time to finish the current 5K race. What common visual display of data would be most appropriate for 
these data? Explain your reasoning.

5.	 Again referring to the 5K race, suppose you want to graph the results of the race. Specifically, you want to 
see the average race times for people wearing different brands of shoes. What common visual display of 
data would be most appropriate for these data? Explain your reasoning.
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